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ά¢Ŝ ƪņǊƻǊƻ ǘŀƴƎƛ ǘŀǊŀǊŀǳ Ƴŀƛ ƛ ǊǳƴƎŀ ǁ ¢ŀǇǳ ¢Ŝ wŀƴƎŀ ¢Ŝ Ǉņǘƛƪƛ ǘŀƘŀƴǳƛ 

ǁ hǘƛŜǊŜ Ŝ 

¢Ŝ Ǉņǳŀ Ǉņǘǁǘǁ Ƴŀƛ ƛ ǊǳƴƎŀ ƻ ¢ņƘƛƴƎŀ 
 

¢Ŝ ǇǹǇǹ ǘŀƴƎƛ Ƴŀƛ ƛ ǊǳƴƎŀ ƻ aŀǘŀƪņǊƻƘƛǊƻƘƛ Ŝ 

¢Ŝ ƪƛƻǊŜ ǇŜƪŜƴǳƛ ǁ wƛƳŀǊƛƪƛ 

¢Ŝ ŀǊǳƘŜ ƳŀƻƳŀƻŀƴǳƛ ǁ tǳƪŜƪƻƘǳ Ŝέ 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀƎǳƭƭǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎǊŜŜŎƘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ¢ŀǇǳ ǘŜ wŀƴƎŀ 

The thick sided Flounder of Otiere 

¢ƘŜ Ǉŀǳŀ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎ ƻŦ ¢ņƘƛƴƎŀ 

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊƛǿƛƴƪƭŜǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǘŀƪņǊƻƘƛǊƻƘƛ 

The high jumping rats of Rimariki 

The fern roots of Pukekohu ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎέ 
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Executive Summary 

Napier Port is applying for coastal permits under the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) for the 

construction of a new berth and associated dredging and disposal activities (the Project) which will 

enable the Port to accommodate more and larger ships. 

 

The purpose of this Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) is to document the cultural values, interests, and 

associations Mana Whenua have with the Ahuriri Port area. Furthermore, the report will also document 

any perceived or real impact(s) the proposed construction and associated dredging may have on the 

mauri and natural resources of the area, and to propose strategies to mitigate the impact. The CIA will 

form part of the Assessment of Effects on the Environment (AEE) that will accompany the application for 

the coastal permits. 

 

We use the term Mana Whenua as distinct from Tangata Whenua to underline the unique and 

Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŀǇǹ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƘǳǊƛǊƛ Port area as distinct 

ŦǊƻƳ aņƻǊƛ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴŀ ²ƘŜƴǳŀ ƘŀǇǹ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƎǳƻǳǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

act as a collective. 

 

¢ƘŜ aŀƴŀ ²ƘŜƴǳŀ ƘŀǇǹ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ŀȅ 

economy and support the project on the basis that any adverse impacts from the project are mitigated. 

A major concern for the Mana Whenua ƘŀǇǹ is the impact that the project may have on the mauri1 and 

wellbeing of Pania Reef. Pania Reef is a site of great significance for Mana Whenua. 

 

Key messages from the CIA: 

 
1) Mana Whenua ƘŀǇǹ supports the Project. Mana Whenua are pleased that the Port intend to change 

the disposal site for dredging spoil (proposed disposal site) as recent scientific studies conducted by 

the Port indicate that the existing disposal site is possibly contributing to the degradation of Pania 

Reef. The proposed disposal site reduces the probability that dredge spoil will drift onto the reef. 

The same studies indicate that the current disposal site is not providing the intended benefits of 

preventing erosion to West Shore Beach. 

 

1 aŀǳǊƛ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊŎŜέ - everything has a mauri including water and the forest. Mauri is 
the essence that has been passed from Ranginui (Sky father) and Papatuanuku (Earth mother) to their children 
Tane Mahuta (God of the forests), Tangaroa (God of the oceans), ma (and others), including the members of the 
ƘŀǇǹΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀƪŀǇŀǇŀΦ aŀǳǊƛ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊ-relatedness of all living 
things ς the hau. The linkages between all living things within the ecosystem are based on the whakapapa or 
genealogies of creation. This establishes the basis for the holistic view of the environment and our ecosystem. 
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2) Mana Whenua ƘŀǇǹ are committed to working with Napier Port to ensure a healthy marine coastal 

environment for Ahuriri. Mana Whenua request that they be included in the assurance monitoring 

programme to ensure the marine coastal environment, particularly Pania Reef, is not being 

ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘΩǎ operations. 

 
 
 

Background 
 
Relevant Planning Framework 

Resource Management Act 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wa! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ aņƻǊƛ 

participation in the management of the natural environment is an important consideration under the 

RMA. Sections 6, 7 and 8 require local authorities to recognise and provide for iwi environmental 

concerns: 

¶ Section 6(e): The relationship of aņƻǊƛ with ancestral lands, waters and sites; 
 

¶ Section (6)(f): The protection of historical heritage (including cultural lands, water and sites); 
 

¶ Section 6 (g): The protection of recognised customary activities; 
 

¶ Section 7(a) The position of tangata whenua as kaitiaki or stewards over resources and the 

natural environment; 

¶ Section 7(b): The efficient use and development of natural and physicalresources; 
 

¶ Section 7(c): The maintenance and enhancement of amenity values; 
 

¶ Section 7(f): The maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment; and 
 

¶ Section 8: All persons exercising functions and powers under the RMA shall take into account the 

principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

 
 

Local Government Act 2002 

The LGA also recognises ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ ōȅ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 

certain obligations under sections 14 and 82 on Councils (Territorial Local Authorities). These include: 

¶ Ensuring that there are opportunities for aņƻǊƛ to contribute to decision making processes; 
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¶ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aņƻǊƛ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 

decision making processes; 

¶ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ aņƻǊƛ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ, 

ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ǿņƘƛ ǘŀǇǳΣ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǳƴŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ taonga. 

 

 

IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ŀȅ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ 

The purpose of this plan is to enable the Council to sustainably manage the natural resources of the 

IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜnt. Section 1.2.4.19 relates to the role of tangata whenua when 

considering the management of coastal resources. The plan acknowledges tangata whenua as kaitiaki of 

coastal resources. 

 

 
Aims and Objectives 

A Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) is a technical ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƻŦ aņƻǊƛ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘκ 

or its resources. It identifies the potential impacts of a proposed activity on aņƻǊƛ values and mauri. While 

a CIA is not a statutory document, it helps gauge considerations and values regarding proposed activities. 

The objectives of the CIA will be: 
 

¶ To document the cultural significance of the area within which the proposed project activities 

will occur, namely construction of a new berth and associated dredging and disposal activities in 

the coastal marine area, and in the vicinity of Pania Reef, including specific cultural values that 

may be affected. 

¶ To identify the potential effects (both favourable and adverse) on cultural values of the proposed 

activities. 

¶ To assist Napier Port to gain an improved understanding of the cultural values associated with 

the environment within which the proposed activities will be undertaken, and which may be 

affected by the activities. 

¶ To identify appropriate measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate, where practical, any potential 

adverse effects of the proposed activities on cultural values. 
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Methodology 

The Port has been thorough in its consultation process with Mana Whenua, including meetings and 

consultation with: 

¶ ²ŀƛǁƘƛƪƛ aŀǊŀŜ Trustees; 

¶ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ Trustees; 

¶ Maungaharuru-¢ŀƴƎƛǘǹ Trustees; 

¶ Maungaharuru-¢ŀƴƎƛǘǹ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ {ƘŀȅƴŜ Walker; 

¶ Mana Ahuriri Komiti members; 

¶ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ Lǿƛ LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΤ and 

¶ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ Lǿƛ LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΣ 5Ǌ Adele Whyte. 

Lƴ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǇƛŜǊ tƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ Lǿƛ 

Incorporated (NKII), Maungaharuru-¢ŀƴƎƛǘǹ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ όa¢¢ύ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ {ƘŀȅƴŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ bƎņǘƛ 

tņǊŀǳ representative, ²ŀƛǁƘƛƪƛ Marae Reserve Board of Trustees member, and bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ IŀǇǹ Komiti 

ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ¢Ŝ YŀƘŀ IŀǿŀƛƪƛǊŀƴƎƛΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ŀǳǊƛŜ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ όbƎņǘƛ 

tņǊŀǳύ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŀƴ 

independent marine scientist, Shade Smith (Marine scientist, Triplefin) to peer review the scientific 

studies commissioned by the Port. 

Over the past 12 months the above group met several times with the Port to discuss findings and results 

of scientific reports. The group was also kept up to date with regular emails and phone calls. The findings 

of the Cawthron Report and the Worley Parsons Report became available in May 2017. Thoughts and 

comments on the reports were sought from representatives of: 

¶ bƎņǘƛ Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated (Johnathan Dick and Ngaio Tukia); 

¶ Maungaharuru-¢ŀƴƎƛǘǹ ό{ƘŀȅƴŜ Walker); 

¶ ²ŀƛǁƘƛƪƛ aŀǊŀŜ ό¢Ŝ YŀƘŀ Hawaikirangi); 

¶ Representatives of Te Taiwhenua o Te Whanganui-a-hǊƻǘǹΤ and 

¶ Mana Ahuriri (Piri Prentice and Beverley Kemp-Harmer). 

{ƘŀŘŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ bYLLΣ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳΣ {ƘŀȅƴŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ŀǳǊƛŜ 

hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ to discuss the findings of the studies commissioned by the Port. Shade advised the group that on 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊate and reliable. Shade also facilitated a meeting with the 

representatives of Ahuriri marae associated to Te Taiwhenua o Te Whanganui-a-hǊƻǘǹΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

Shade had no major concerns with the project, although he wanted to clarify the wave modelling used 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘǊŜŘƎŜ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǎƛǘŜΩΦ 
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hƴ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмт ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙǳƛ ŀǘ tŀ ²ƘŀƪŀƛǊƻΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƛǁƘƛƪƛ !Ǌǘǎ 

Village. Invitations had been sent to representatives of NKII, MTT, marae representatives from Te 

Taiwhenua o Te Whanganui-a-hǊƻǘǹΣ ¢Ŝ aŀǘŀǳ ƻ aŀǳƛ ŎƘŀƛǊ όWŜƴƴȅ aŀǳƎŜǊύΣ ²ŀƛƻƘƛƪƛ aŀǊŀŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

and Waiohiki Komiti members. 

¢ƘŜ Ƙǳƛ ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ ǿƘŀƴŀǳΦ {ƘŀŘŜ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ 

for mana whenua. The Port delivered presentations on the project, stating the need for the development, 

the construction process, potential adverse impacts of the project and mitigation strategies to prevent 

any adverse impacts. Questions and concerns with the Project were raised by attendees, the major 

concern being the impact that the increase dredging will have on Pania Reef. The Port was able to provide 

answers to the satisfaction of the group, alleviating many of the concerns that attendees had. Overall the 

presentations were well received by attendees. The presentations were also able to address some of the 

concerns that Shade Smith had identified. At the conclusion of the presentation Shade stated that he had 

no concerns with the project. 

 
 
 

Project Description 

Brief history of Napier Port and its operations 

Napier was declared a Customs Port of Entry in 1855. However it ǿŀǎƴΩǘ until The Napier Harbour Board 

Act (21 October 1875) was passed before the Napier Harbour Board itself was born. Many acrimonious 

discussions were held over a period of years on the viability of moving the Port from the Ahuriri spit to 

its current location, beneath Bluff Hill. The decision to move followed a public poll held in January 1885. 

The respective property rights and entitlements of the Mana Whenua have also been the subject of much 

litigation and indeed some issues remain unresolved to this day. 

The completion of the initial breakwater in 1886 was the birth of the deep-water port as we know it 

today. The Port of Napier Ltd was born of port and waterfront legislative reform of 1988 ς 89, which spelt 

the end of Napier Harbour Board as an entity. Napier Port remains the largest port in central New 

Zealand, the fourth-ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

export-led economy. 

For Mana Whenua, the Ahuriri Marine coastal area and Te Whanganui-a-hǊƻǘǹ estuary were once highly 

prized mahinga kai and kaimoana food resources. Over time, traditional kaimoana gathering became less 

frequent as the waters in and around Ahuriri and the estuary became more and more polluted and the 

water quality deteriorated. By the 1970s the eating of kaimoana from the area became a serious health 

risk for whanau (WAI55). To this day, some whanau still continue to exercise their customary fishing 
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rights in the area, sometimes to the detriment of their health. A local paratyphoid outbreak attributed 

to the polluted state of the estuary occurred in September 20171. Fortunately, despite some degradation, 

Pania Reef is resilient and still remains a relatively healthy marine ecosystem thus must be protected. 

 

Assessment of Effects 
Napier Port commissioned several studies to assess the effects of the project. The studies assessed the 

shoreline effects, dredge effects, ecological effects, geotechnical, noise and visual effects. The focus of 

the CIA is on the affect that the increased dredging will have on the ecology of the marine coastal area 

of the Ahuriri area, particularly Pania Reef. 

Dredge Effects 

Worley Parsons and the Port undertook several dredge effects studies and provided reports. The key 

aspects of the study found that the vast majority of dredge spoil is silt and mudstone (90% for Stage One 

and 70% for the overall Project). Sand makes up a small percentage of spoil (10% for Stage One and 30% 

for the overall Project). The sand is a mix of coarse sand and fine sand: 

¶ Coarse Sand - On average wave action carries coarse sand from current disposal site on to 

Westshore beach and then the sand tends to drift north. 

¶ Mudstone, silt and fine sand - Models show that wave action re-suspends fine sand and silt from 

the present disposal site where it drifts eastward towards the Port. There is a likelihood that the 

currents will eventually carry large amounts of fine sand and silt towards Pania reef.2 

An alternative disposal site was investigated (the proposed disposal site). The proposed disposal site is 

located five kilometers east of the Port. The water depth is 20 meters, compared to current disposal site 

which is 10 meter depth, resulting in less potential for sediment to be re-suspended due to wave action. 

Wave modelling shows a prevailing eastward current at this site thus shifting suspended sediments away 

from shore and Pania Reef. 

                                                           
1 Laura Dooney, September 25 2017. Cited in /www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/97208637/mussels-gathered-at-
napier-marina-linked-to-cases-of-paratyphoid-fever 
2 Advisian (Worley Parsons Group) 24 February 2017 Wharf 6 Development, Environmental Impact Studies: Dredge 
Plume Modelling ς supplementary support  
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Figure 1 Napier Port Illustration of Littoral Drift 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Napier Port Illustration of anti-clockwise gyre 
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Figure 3 Napier Port illustration of considered and proposed disposal sites 
 
 

 
To ensure that the dredging effects at the proposed site do not detrimentally impact on Pania Reef the 

Port is proposing a suite of adaptive monitoring proŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU) levels are in range as result of dredging. The Port has placed two 

turbidity monitoring buoys near Pania Reef, one at the south west and one at the north-east area of the 

Reef. Though deposition of sediment has an adverse impact on the reef, it was noted by the Port that 

b¢¦ ƻŦ тл ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ΨƘŀƴŘƭŜŘΩ ōȅ tŀƴƛŀ wŜŜŦΦ ¢ƘŜ tƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŀ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅΥ 

¶ If NTU of greater than 10 triggers a warning to monitor the turbidity. 
 

¶ If turbidity is greater than 14 NTU (for 12 hours) if dredging related, the Port will implement 

adaptive measures and consent authority will be notified within 24 hours. 

¶ If NTU is greater than 17 NTU (for 6 hours), the Port will implement adaptive management 

actions, including suspending dredge operations. 

It is acknowledged that the rates of turbidity are impacted by the rates of flow from the estuary, 

especially during high rainfalls and ocean currents and storms. The Port has agreed to on-going 

monitoring, surveys and transects of Pania Reef from when consent is granted. Mana Whenua wish to be 

involved in the on-going monitoring process. 
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Ecological Effects 

Cawthron undertook several studies for the Port. The studies included: Additional Benthic (near and just 

below seabed) Surveys in the proposed dredge zone, supplementing existing data; Sediment Chemistry 

Analysis; Dive Surveys at Pania Reef; Multibeam Survey of Pania Reef; Benthic Sediment Sampling; and 

Fisheries and Marine Mammals Assessment.3 

Cawthron also collaborated with the Port and Worley Parsons in an effort to better understand the 

impact of dredging on the ecology and how it can be effectively managed. 

The Dive Surveys found populations of: Green Lip Mussels; Fish ς Scarlet Wrasse, Various Triple Fins, 

Butterfly Cod, Dwarf, Scorpion Fish, Spotted Wrasse, Blue Cod, Blue Eyes Triple Fin, Leather Jacket, Red 

Moki; Kelp, Flap Jack and Coralline and Paint Common. 

There were limited sightings of crayfish and no signs of ǇņǳŀΦ Anecdotal reports from recreational divers 

indicate that over the past three decades, there has been a gradual increase of sedimentation on Pania 

Reef. This is having a detrimental effect on the ecology and bio-diversity of the reef as it smothers the 

habitat for marine plants. Mana Whenua believe that the location of the current disposal site is possibly 

contributing to the increase in sedimentation on the reef and is pleased with the new location of the 

proposed disposal site. 

Figure 4 Dive Sites Figure 5 Pania Reef Species 

                                                           
3 Deanna Clement April 2017 Assessment Of Effects On Marine Mammals From Proposed Capital Dredging And Spoil 
Disposal For The Port Of Napier Cawthron Institute 
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Figure 6 Little Blue Penguins reside around Napier Port 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           

4 Taonga in this context means the marine ecology that 

maintains the mauri of the area 

There is a population of Little Blue Penguin 

located at the Port whose current habitat will 

be disturbed by wharf development. The 

Little Blue Penguin is a taonga4 of Mana 

Whenua. Mana Whenua support and 

commend ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

install alternative habitats for the Little Blue 

Penguin population and would like to be a 

partner with this process.
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    Cultural Concerns 
Mana Whenua 

The Napier Port and the Marine Coastal Area around the port are the tŀƪƛǿņ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ όƘŀǇǹ 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅύΦ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀ ²ƘŜƴǳŀ ƘŀǇǹ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǇƛŜǊ /ƛǘȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ !ƘǳǊiri 

harbour area (refer Figure 7). 

 

 
¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŀǇǹ boundaries were reaffirmed in the WAI55, 

Te Whanganui-a-hǊƻǘǹ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ bƎŀǘƛ tņǊŀǳ ŘƻŜǎ 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ƘǳǊƛǊƛ ƘŀǇǹΣ 

particularly Maungaharuru-Tangitu ƘŀǇǹΣ 

aŀǊŀƴƎŀǘǳƘŜǘŀǳŀ κbƎņǘƛ ¢ǳ ŀƴŘ bƎŀƛ ¢Ŝ wǳǊǳƪǳΦ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ 

are closely linkŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǳ ŀƴŘ bƎŀƛ ¢Ŝ wǳǊǳƪǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴǎƘƛǇΦ hǘƘŜǊ !ƘǳǊƛǊƛ ƘŀǇǹ ǿƘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊŜ bƎņǘƛ IƛƴŜǇŀǊŜΣ 

bƎņǘƛ aŀƘǳΣ bƎņǘƛ aŀǘŜǇǳ ŀƴŘ bƎŀƛ ¢ŀǿƘŀƻΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 

bƎŀǘƛ tņǊŀǳ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǿƘŀƪŀǇŀǇŀ ƭƛƴŜ to Pania 

and Moremore, and therefore hold Mana Moana over the 

ŀǊŜŀΦ .ƻǘƘ bƎŀǘƛ tņǊŀǳ ŀƴŘ aŀǳƴƎŀƘŀǊǳǊǳ- ¢ŀƴƎƛǘǹ ƘŀǾŜ 

High Court applications for a Protected Customary Rights 

Order under section 101 Marine and Coastal Area (Takutai 

Moana) Act 2011. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 8:  Ngņti Pņrau MACA map (above) 
 

Figure 9: Maungaharuru-Tangitu MACA map (right) 

Figure 7Υ bƎņǘƛ tņǊŀǳ ǘŀƪƛǿŀ 








